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Commander‘s Podium 
 We had another good turnout at this month‘s meeting.  I would still like to see 
more.  We need some new sea stories. Jim Moorehouse, our new District Commander, 
was at the meeting.  It was great to see you, Jim, and hope you can make more 
meetings. 
 Well the voting is over, now we just have to wait and see who won and what, if 
anything, is going to change.  The USSVI is into a lot of things, and I am always happy 
to hear about bases involved in veteran type parades and memorials. The Tullibee 
Base will be in the Veterans Day parade in Mississippi, if anyone is interested in joining 
them. 
 
 
Hello Shipmates: News from Drum Shipyard 
 The stern is completed, including painting. We are waiting for the University of 
West Florida to come back and recover what they think are the starboard shutter 
doors before we do anything about them. 
 We started sand blasting and priming the port side this week. Sunbelt Rental 
didn‘t have a blasting pot and compressor available, so we are presently using  the 
Park‘s equipment. We spent Monday fixing the pot and getting it working and we have 
to jump start the compressor each morning.  I had to get a smaller nozzle so we can 
handle it on the man lift.  Special thanks to Cole Hitt for getting us a great discount on 
that again this year.  
 The early rains we have been getting aren‘t helping much either. We start at 
0600 so we can get some sand blasting done before the visitor traffic gets too busy. 
Friday was our best day.  We used two tons of sand. 
Tom 

 
This is the first week‘s work, which includes the top and bottom of the bow planes. 
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OFFICERS SERVING 2010 

 

 
 
 
 

From The Chaplain's Cubby 
May the Peace of the Lord be with you always, Amen.  

Deacon James is presently on sabbatical.   
Blessings to all…Deacon James…  

 
 
 
 
 

COMMANDER Tom Bowser 352-274-
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PAST 
COMMANDER/ 
NEWSLETTER 

EDITOR 

Al 
Ferdinandse

n 

251-971-
1084 

alferd@gulftel.net 15633 Daugherty 
Road 

Foley, AL  
36535-8952 
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SUBMARINES LOST DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

USS S-5 (SS-110) 
 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1920 LOST WHILE UNDERGOING FULL-
POWER TRIALS OF THE DELAWARE 
CAPES.  SHE SANK BOW FIRST WITH 
HER STERN SHOWING ABOVE THE 
WATER.  HER CREW WAS RESCUED 
AND NO ONE WAS LOST.  THE SHIP 
SETTLED TO THE BOTTOM WHILE 
ATTEMPTS WERE BEING MADE TO 
SALVAGE HER.  SALVAGE ATTEMPTS 
WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. 

USS S-51(SS-162) SEPTEMBER 25, 
1925 

THE S-51 COLIDED WITH THE SS CITY 
OF ROME OFF OF BLOCK ISLAND WITH 
THE LOSS OF ALL HANDS, 32 CREW 
MEMBERS 

USS GRAYLING (SS-209) SEPTEMBER 25, 
1925 

LOST WITH ALL HANDS (76 MEN) ON 
HER EIGTH WAR PATROL  NEAR THE 
TABLAS STRAIT.  SHE HAD SUNK TWO 
SHIPS BEFORE BEING LOST.  

USS CISCO (SS-290) SEPTEMBER 28, 
1943 

LOST WITH ALL HANDS (76 MEN) ON 
HER FIRST WAR PATROL IN THE SULU 
SEA WEST OF MINDINAO. 

 
 

 

US SUBMARINE VETERANS’ CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
MUSEUM SUBMARINE FUND 

USS DRUM (SS 228) RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

DURING THE MONTHS OF  

MONTH CONTRIBUTION CONTRIBUTOR 

AUGUST $50.00 MICHELLE WESTCOTT 

 
 

THE MOBILE BAY BASE USSVI MOBILE, ALABAMA 
WALKWAY ENGRAVED DONOR BRICK ORDER FORM 

Please install an engraved paving brick with location numbered at the Submarine 
Memorial Monuments located at the USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park. 

Engrave the 4 X 8 Brick as follows 
 Maximum of 20 small letter spaces per line with 1st letter capitalized 

                                        

                                        

                                        

 Maximum of 17 spaces if all letters are capitalized 

                                  

                                  

                                  

If you wish to order more than 1 brick, please copy and fill out this form for each brick 
you wish to order 
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YOU MAY DONATE ANY AMOUNT YOU WISH OVER THE COST OF EACH BRICK.  
COST OF EACH BRICK IS $30.00 

Your name   

Your address   

Your city   

Your state and zip code   

Your phone number 
W/area code 

  

Enclose your check or money order with this form and send to: 
Mobile Bay Base USSVI 

P.O. Box 190756 
Mobile, AL 36619-4299 

ALL FUNDS IN EXCESS OF THOSE NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AND INSTALL THE 
DONOR BRICK WALKWAY WILL BE USED FOR THE ON GOING PROJECT OF 
RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE USS DRUM (SS 228) LOCATED AT THE 
USS ALABAMA BATTLESHIP MEMORIAL PARK 
 
 
Editor‘s Corner 
 I am attempting to identify news releases and articles of interest to all members.  
This will allow me to keep us up to date on some of the changes that affect the 
Submarine Services around the world, and also allow me not to take the blame for 
editorial errors.  I hope the articles are of interest, and I look forward to comments and 
ideas to improve the ―Signal Ejector.‖ 

 

Submariners Prepare for Culture Changes 
By Lisa Daniel, American Forces Press Service, 23 August 2010 

ABOARD THE USS RHODE ISLAND – Ask the officers of this Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarine which of this year‘s policy changes will be the harder to implement -– the 
one that will assign women to subs or the one that bans smoking -– and they answer 
without hesitation. 

―No smoking!‖ Master Chief Petty Officer Robert McCombs, head of the sub‘s 
engineering department, said during an Aug. 16 media visit to the submarine, while his 
accompanying crew nodded in agreement. 

Earlier this summer, the Navy chose 21 women, mostly from this year‘s Naval 
Academy graduates, to be the first women to serve on submarines. They began the 15-
month training process in July, and will be posted on the Tridents in the fall of 2011, 
Navy officials said. The ban was overturned, Navy Secretary Ray Mabus has said, 
because the service was missing out on too many talented potential recruits. 

Officers on board the Rhode Island were quick to say that the addition of three 
women officers to the crew next fall will be an asset. 

―Women will bring a lot to submarines,‖ McCombs said. ―Most of us have worked 
with women before, so I think the only real issue will be logistics and berthing.‖ 

Navy officials have said the Ohio-class submarines will need minimal to no 
modifications to accommodate the first group of women. The Rhode Island has two 
state rooms with doors that lock, and two bathrooms with two showers each. One 
bathroom with showers was designated ―female-only‖ for certain times during the 
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media visit, and a separate bathroom without showers was for women only during the 
24-hour visit. 

That‘s not to say the permanent addition of women will be easy. 
Master Chief Petty Officer Jeffrey Bottoms, chief of the boat for the Rhode Island, 

said the cultural change ―will take some getting used to,‖ but ―if they can do the job, 
we‘ll take them.‖ 

The Navy‘s strict policies against fraternization and sexual harassment have been 
in place since the ban on women serving on surface ships was lifted in the mid-1990s, 
Bottoms noted. ―I think after this happens we will say, ‗Why didn‘t we put women on 
board years ago?‘‖ he said. 

Meanwhile, the smoking ban, which was enacted after studies showed second-
hand smoke is a problem, will go into effect on submarines in January. The ban will hit 
hard on subs where smoking is common. On the Rhode Island, half of the crew 
smokes, McCombs said. 

Preparing the crew for the smoking ban has included smoking cessation programs 
and efforts to make smoking inconvenient, such as limiting smoking time and the 
number of sailors who smoke in the boat‘s smoking area at any given time, McCombs 
said. 

―This is a very high-stress job,‖ he said. ―We push our crew very hard every day, 12 
to 18 hours a day, and smoking is how they relax. Some people are saying they don‘t 
want to stay on subs‖ because they can‘t smoke. 

―Cessation programs should start in boot camp,‖ he added. 
Lt. Eugene Mendez, the Rhode Island‘s assistant weapons officer, wore a smoking 

cessation patch on his arm to prepare for the January deadline to stop smoking. As for 
the addition of women, he said, the submarine culture has changed since he joined it 
20 years ago to more readily accept women on board. 

―We‘ve always worked hard, but we used to play really hard, too,‖ Mendez said. 
―We had fewer married [crew members] back then, so this was your family.‖ 

While the submariners‘ bond still is tight, Mendez said, those changes affected 
camaraderie, and adding women will, too. 

―It definitely will affect the submarine force,‖ he said. 
 
H.L. Hunley Will Be Set Upright For First Time Since Its Sinking In 1864 
By Scott Boyd, Civil War News, September 2010 
CHARLESTON, S.C. – The Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley will be rotated early in 
2011 to an upright position for the first time since it sank on Feb. 17, 1864. 

That night the Hunley became the world‘s first successful combat submarine by 
sinking an enemy vessel, the USS Housatonic, on blockade duty off Charleston. 

The Hunley has been kept at the same 45-degree angle to starboard (right side) she 
had when first discovered in 1995 and recovered from the ocean in 2000. 

Officials with the Friends of the Hunley, which raises funds for the historic vessel‘s 
ongoing conservation, made the announcement on Aug. 8. It was the 10th anniversary 
of the submarine‘s recovery off Sullivan‘s Island, near the entrance to Charleston 
Harbor. 

―This is a historic milestone for the Hunley Project,‖ said S.C. State Senator Glenn 
F. McConnell, chairman of the Hunley Commission, in a subsequent phone interview. 

―We‘re rotating the Hunley upright, which gives us access to areas that we have 
never seen, and it also allows us to begin the deconcretion of the vessel, which may 
unlock the final clues to why the Hunley didn‘t come home,‖ McConnell said. 
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―It‘s really a turning point in the project,‖ Chris Watters, Hunley Project assistant 
conservator, said in a phone interview. 

The deconcretion of the Hunley‘s surface as well as conservation required to 
remove the salts embedded in the iron vessel from its 136 years in the ocean require 
that the large slings attached to a truss which have held the submarine at its 45-
degree angle be removed. 

―For the public, it‘s going to be great because the Hunley will be much easier to be 
seen without the truss there,‖ Watters said. 

―During the chemical treatment, it needs as much surface contact as possible,‖ he 
noted. Currently the slings obscure as much as a third of it. 

Rotating the Hunley ―is an extraordinarily complex engineering feat,‖ according to 
Watters. ―We‘ve been working with engineers, Detyens Shipyards in Charleston and 
professional riggers.‖ 

The rotation will be based on studies of the finite element model of the Hunley 
created by Dr. Vincent Blouin, assistant professor in the Clemson University 
Department of Materials Science and Engineering.  

Blouin‘s model has been developed and refined since 2006. Among other things, it 
conveys a ―great understanding now of areas of stress ‗hot spots‘ on the Hunley,‖ 
Watters said. This will be crucial for the maneuver. 

The rotation will be accomplished by pulling on the starboard side of the slings 
while simultaneously releasing on the port side. The process will be ―very slow and 
controlled‖ and should take about a week, according to Watters. 

―We‘ll have load cells attached to the slings and that‘s going to give us a 
measurement of the tension, which is directly related to the weight or load that‘s being 
placed on the slings,‖ he explained. 

Keel blocks, which are opposable wedges that can move up and down, will hold the 
Hunley upright after it is rotated. There will be 12 or 13 keel blocks, made by nearby 
Detyens Shipyards. 

As shown in Conrad Wise Chapman‘s iconic painting of the submarine sitting on a 
dock, the Hunley was designed to sit upright when out of the water, Watters said. That 
is how it will be after the rotation. 

More than the keel blocks will hold it up. ―We‘ll probably have shaped supports so it 
distributes a little of the weight,‖ he said. ―And we‘ll probably also have some kind of 
support mechanism a little bit higher up in case of an earthquake or something like 
that.‖ 

McConnell said that after deconcretion is completed the final conservation 
treatment of the Hunley can begin — sometime around 2015, he estimated.  

Then the Hunley will be moved from the Warren Lasch Conservation Center on the 
old Navy base in North Charleston to a state-of-the-art display facility in the 
redevelopment area on the waterfront. 

―It will be upstream,‖ McConnell said. ―The facility would sit out on the Cooper 
River. It will not be built as a ‗glass box museum,‘ so-to-speak, but will be an 
interactive facility.‖ 

He said the state, years ago, bought the Southern Maritime Collection. ―We will 
combine that with the Hunley to create a world-class interactive exhibit on Civil War 
maritime history.‖  

In order to prevent further corrosion of the iron while the Hunley is on display, it will 
need to be sealed in an environmentally-controlled structure with very low humidity. 
―You can‘t have corrosion in a totally dry environment,‖ Watters explained. 
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One option would be an argon enclosure, similar to how the original U.S. 
Constitution is kept in a sealed display case at the National Archives. 

McConnell wants to explore building a working replica, but with some modern 
safety features like air tanks for the crew, for the 2014 sesquicentennial of the 
Hunley‘s history-making voyage. 

An obstacle to building this working replica has been the lack of a complete design 
specification for the vessel. The rotation will reveal some final areas of the Hunley not 
fully understood. 

―Once we deconcrete her and get the final specs on her and see her equipment, we 
could build her,‖ McConnell said. 

―It really would be exciting to see the Hunley sail again.‖ The Hunley Commission 
will discuss that when it meets in early fall. 

For an animation of the planned rotation see 
youtube.com/watch?v=2S1s87Z0oqk&feature=player_embedded  

The Friends of the Hunley site is www.hunley.org  
 
Editor‘s comment:  To the best of my knowledge there have been no official 
conversations concerning the return of the CSS H.L. Hunley to her homeport yet. 
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CALENDER OF EVENTS 
September 18– Mobile Bay Base, USSVI monthly meeting will be held at the Aviation 
Pavilion, USS Alabama Battleship Veterans Memorial Park at 11:00AM. 
September 25 – Tullibee Base, USSV l monthly meeting will be held at the Biloxi Yacht 
Club, Biloxi, MS at 11:00AM. 
 
 

CALENDER FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 
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Submarine Veterans’ Gulf Coast 

2010 Annual Christmas Party 
Thursday Dec 9th thru Sunday Dec 12th 2009 

Holiday Inn Resort (Fifth year at this great Hotel) 
11127 Front Beach Rd, Panama City Beach, FL  32407 

1-850-234-1111 or 1-800-633-0266 (toll-free) 

Rooms $59.00 plus tax (10.57%) ɀ Includes Morning Coffee & Donuts 
Hospitality Room $15.00 - Banquet $25.00 
Hospitality Room and Banquet $40.00  

(Hospitality Room includes Free Libations & Assorted Snacks) 

Hosted by John Duncan, Seawolf Base (narwhalssn@yahoo.com) 

This is a Christmas Party ɀ Gifts Optional (to receive a gift, you must bring a gift) 
Everyone Bring a Present ($10 to $15) - Men bring a Guyôs gift and Ladies bring a galôs gift  

Banquet Christmas Party Saturday Night 
Banquet will have a Cash Bar starting at 5 P.M. followed by Dinner and Party at 6:00 P.M. 

MENU ï SANTAôS FAVORITE BUFFET 
Garden Fresh Salad 

Tender Roasted Tom Turkey with Giblet Gravy - Spiral Honey Glazed Ham 
Country Style Sausage Cornbread Stuffing - Whipped Potatoes - Candied Yams 

Green Bean Almandine - Fresh Whole Kernel Corn - Freshly Baked Rolls 
Dessert Selections - Freshly Baked Pumpkin, Apple Pie or Cobbler - Iced Tea or Coffee 

Memorial Service 11 A.M. Saturday December 11th  
Nightly Bar 50/50 Raffles (w/extra prizes) - 6 for $5.00 

Large Split the Pot 50/50 Saturday Night Raffle (w/extra prizes) - 6 for $5.00 
(This is not a profit maker - Any Residual Funds will go to a Submarine Related Project) 

 
Mail Reservations for Banquet and Hospitality Room to  

Jim Hunnicutt  - 11114 Little Creek Ln, Pensacola FL  32506-8261 
 Make check payable to Submarine Christmas Party  

Reservations have to be in hand NLT December 3rd to guarantee you banquette seating 
(Refunds for Banquet after December 5th, 2010 cannot be gauntleted) 

Problems or Questions?  Contact Jim Hunnicutt @ 1-850-457-3584 or mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

mailto:narwhalssn@yahoo.com
mailto:mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Name: _________________________________ Spouse /Guest: ______________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________ City________________ State___ ZIP_________ 
 

(Tel) (____)_____-_________    E-Mail Address 
___________________________________________ 
 

Local Chapter/Base _____________________________________                       
Number Banquet & Hospitality Room:        _____  x  $40.00  $ ________ 
Number for Hospitality Room Only (Not Attending Banquet): ___x  $15.00  $ ________ 
Saturday Night 50/50 Raffle (6 tickets for $5)   How Many:_____  x  $  5.00  $ ________ 
 

Total Remitted:    $__________ 


