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Commander’s Podium 
 
I really want to thank all the brave souls that came to the meeting.  I was surprised that 
so many showed up. The coffee and donuts seemed to go over well, so I will continue 
the practice until we have trouble getting through the boat. Al won the 50/50.  It looks 
like we may have broken Jim Barry’s string, so maybe we will all have a chance now. 
We still have a few people who still haven’t paid their dues yet. I really hate to lose any 
of you from the base but can understand if you have decided to drop out for some 
reason or other. 
 
The Submarine Veterans of WWII of the Southeast are having a convention in Mobile 8-
10 April, with a Memorial Ceremony at the Drum on the tenth.  I hope to see everyone 
there.  It will be a great treat to be able to meet these men who led the way for us and 
showed many of us how to be submariners. 
 
I believe I told everyone about the Ensign (flag not officer) that was found on the 
battleship.  That flag was donated by O.B. Adams in 1980.  With help from Jim Hunnicut 
and the Tarheel Base in N.C., I was able to track down his daughter and tell her about 
the flag.  I can’t begin to say what a thrill that was for me. A couple of days before I 
found her, I had an email from the son of Frank Linsenbach Jr., who served on the 
Drum on the 13th and last trip but had not been on the crew list. It turns out he was a 
last minute add on at Guam and didn’t get on the sailing list. His son has the union jack 
that flew with the flag. He is going to donate that to us, additionally, he has some photos 
I don’t think we have seen before. 
 
Al and I went to the Tullibee Base meeting today.  They had a great turn out. 
 
I hope everyone is well and staying dry and warm. Come to the February meeting, we 
need more sea stories. 
 
Tom Bowser 
 
Hello Shipmates: News from the shipyard 
 
We haven’t been doing much due to the cold weather.  It was only 45 degrees inside 
the boat during that long cold spell. I thought I was on another northern run. We finally 
got our new a/c-heat pump working, and boy did that help. We have been chipping the 
main induction valves to repaint.  We took one apart to seal the joints so it would quit 
leaking and to see how it worked. It amazes me the way they made things back then for 
manual and hydraulic operation and the fact that they are still leaking hydraulic oil. We 
cheated putting it back together and used form-a-gasket. 
 
We have also redone both battle flags. They were showing signs of exposure to the 
elements and time. We did the Octopus with a decal and coated the whole thing with a 
clear coat to protect them better, we hope.  
 
It looks like we may be getting some slightly warmer weather, so we will start doing 
repairs on the deck soon. 
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RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE USS DRUM (SS-228) 
LOCATED AT THE USS ALABAMA BATTLESHIP VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK 

 
 

US SUBMARINE VETERANS’ CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
MUSEUM SUBMARINE FUND 

USS DRUM (SS-228) RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

December $300.00 Dan Lasley in recognition 
of Tom and Lesley’s work 

December $25.00 William S. Mapes 

December $100.00 Tullibee Base.  USSVI 
In Memory of 
Mark Harvey 

December $25.00 SUBVETTES of Tullibee 
Base in Memory of 

Mark Harvey 

December $50.00 SUBVETTES of Tullibee 
Base in Memory of 

Jimmy Johnson 
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From The Chaplain's Cubby 
 

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always, Amen.  

 

Deacon James is presently on sabbatical.   
 
Blessings to all…Deacon James… 
 
James W. Neiswonger 
33971 Zuzu Lane 
Lillian AL 36549-4055 

Home (251) 962-2173 
Cell (850) 516-0490 
jwneis@gulftel.com 
 
 

SUBMARINES LOST DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

USS Shark I (SS-174) February 11, 
1942 

Lost while on her 1st War Patrol.   
She was the 1st US submarine sunk 
by enemy surface craft in the Pacific.  
She was most likely sunk by depth 
charges.  Lost with 59 officers and 
men. 

USS Amberjack (SS 219) February 26, 
1943 

Lost while on her 3rd War Patrol.  
While off Rabaul, she was attacked 
by a Japanese patrol plane, attacked 
by a torpedo boat and then depth 
charged by a sub-chaser.  Lost with 
72 officers and men. 

USS Grayback (SS 208) February 27, 
1944 

Lost while on her 10th War Patrol.  
She appears to have been caught on 
the surface in the East China Sea by 
a Japanese carrier plane whose 
bombs made a direct hit.  During this 
war patrol she sank 4 ships totaling 
21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in 
the number of enemy ships sunk.  
Lost with 80 officer and men. 

USS Trout (SS-202) February 29, 
1944 

Lost while on her 11th War Patrol. 
She was sunk by escorts in the 
middle of the Philippines Basin after 
sinking a passenger-cargo ship and 
damaging another in a convoy.  Lost 
with 79 officers and men.  In 
February 1942 she carried two tons 
of gold bullion out of Corredgidor.  

USS Barbel (SS-316) February 4, 
1945 

Lost while on her 3rd War Patrol.  She 
was bombed near the Southern 
enterance of the Palawan Passage.  
Lost with 81 officers and men. 

 

mailto:jwneis@gulftel.com
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THE MOBILE BAY BASE USSVI 
 MOBILE, ALABAMA 

WALKWAY ENGRAVED DONOR BRICK ORDER FORM 
Please install an engraved paving brick with location numbered at the 
Submarine Memorial Monuments located at the USS Alabama Battleship 
Memorial Park. 

Engrave the 4 X 8 Brick as follows 
 Maximum of 20 small letter spaces per line with 1st letter capitalized 

                                        

                                        

                                        

 Maximum of 17 spaces if all letters are capitalized 

                                  

                                  

                                  

If you wish to order more than 1 brick, please copy and fill out this form for each 
brick you wish to order 

YOU MAY DONATE ANY AMOUNT YOU WISH OVER THE COST OF EACH BRICK.  
COST OF EACH BRICK IS $30.00 

Your name   

Your address   

    

Your city   

Your state and zip 
code 

  

Your phone number 
W/area code 

  

Enclose your check or money order with this form and send to: 
Mobile Bay Base USSVI 

P.O. Box 190756 
Mobile, AL 36619-4299 

ALL FUNDS IN EXCESS OF THOSE NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AND INSTALL THE 
DONOR BRICK WALKWAY WILL BE USED FOR THE ON GOING PROJECT OF 
RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE USS DRUM (SS 228) LOCATED AT 
THE USS ALABAMA BATTLESHIP MEMORIAL PARK 
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U.S. Submarine Veterans of WW II 
Florida State Meeting and  

Southern Regional Convention 
Thursday April 8th thru Sunday April 11th 2010 

Come join us to help celebrate the 

One Hundred Tenth Anniversary of the Submarine Service 

Holiday Inn Historic Downtown 1 Government Street,  
Mobile, Alabama 36602 

1-251-694-0100 or 1-800-692-6662 (toll-free) 
Rooms $94.00 plus tax – Government PerDiem Rates  

Limited Free Parking – Parking Garage next door @ $7 per day 
Hotel Restaurant open for Breakfast & Evening Dinner – Breakfast Bar $7.95 

Hospitality Room $15.00 - Banquet $30.00 

(Hospitality Room includes Free Libations & Assorted Snacks) 

Hosted by Alabama State, Submarine Veterans WWII 
Jim McGlamery, State Cdr – jimss143@att.net 

Jim Hunnicutt, AlaFlo Chap Pres – mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com   
Friday 09:30 AM – Florida State Men’s SubVets WWII Business Meeting  

Friday 09:30 AM – Florida State Ladies’ SubVets WWII Business Meeting 

Friday 11:00 AM - Men’s SoReg SubVets WWII Business Meeting followed by Luncheon @ Noon 

Friday 11:00 AM – Ladies’ SoReg SubVets WWII Business Meeting followed by Luncheon @ Noon 

Saturday 11:00 AM - Memorial Service next to DRUM (SS228) at Battleship 

Park 

Saturday 1800 (6 PM) Banquet followed by Golden Oldie Dance Music 
Banquet will have a Cash Bar starting at 5 P.M. followed by Dinner and Dancing 

Mail Reservation Form to  
Jim Hunnicutt  - 11114 Little Creek Ln, Pensacola FL  32506-8261 

Make check payable to SubVets 

Reservations have to be in hand NLT March 25
th

 to guarantee banquette seating 
(No refunds for Banquet after April 1st, 2010) 

Problems or Questions?  Contact Jim Hunnicutt @ 1-850-457-3584 or mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse /Guest: 
______________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________ City________________ 
State___ ZIP_________ 
 

(Tel) (____)_____-_________    E-Mail Address   _______________________ 
Number for Registration & Hospitality Room:     _____  x  $15.00   $ _____.___ 
Number for Men’s Luncheon:     _____  x  $15.00   $ _____.___ 
Number for Lady’s Luncheon:     _____  x  $15.00   $ _____.___ 
Number for Banquet:      _____  x  $30.00 $ _____.___ 
Saturday Night 50/50 Raffle (6 tickets for $5)How Many: _____   x    $5.00   $ _____.___ 

mailto:jimss143@att.net
mailto:mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com
mailto:mcpo.ss@peoplepc.com
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Local Chapter/Base __________________________             Total Remitted:     $_____.____ 
 

 
Proposed Plan of the Day 

Florida State SubVets WWII Meeting and 

Southern Regional SubVets WWII Convention 

 

Thursday – April 8th, 2010 
--------    Guest Start Arriving. 

1200 ï (Noon)  Hospitality Room Opens.  Registration Desk Opens 

    Daily 50/50 to be drawn at 2200 (10 PM) 

2200 ï (10:00 PM or later) Hospitality Room Closes. 

 
Friday – April 9th, 2010 
0800 ï (8:00 AM or earlier) Hospitality Room Opens.   

    Daily 50/50 to be drawn at 2200 (10 PM) 

0930 ï (9:30 AM)  Florida State Menôs SubVets WWII Business Meeting 

0930 ï (9:30 AM)  Florida State Ladiesô SubVets WWII Business Meeting 

1100 ï (11:00 AM)  Menôs SoReg SubVets WWII Business Meeting  

followed by Menôs Luncheon 

1100 ï (11:00 AM)  Ladiesô SoReg SubVets WWII Business Meeting 

followed by Ladiesô Luncheon 

2200 ï (10 PM or later) Hospitality Room Closes 

 
Saturday – April 10th, 2010 
 

0800 ï (8:00 AM or earlier) Hospitality Room Opens 

    Big 50/50 to be drawn at Banquet 

1030 ï (10:30 AM)  Hospitality Room Closes 

1100 ï (11:00 AM)  Memorial Service at Battleship Park, Mobile 

    (Provide own transportation) 

1200 ï (Noon, approx) Hospitality Room Re-Opens. 

1545 ï (3:34 PM)  Hospitality Room óLAST CALL!ô 

1700 - (5:00 PM)  No Host Bar opens in Banquet Room 

1800 - (6:00 PM)  Dinner Served 

? ? ? ? ? ?   Following Dinner ï 110th Anniversary of Submarine  

    Service 

Draw Big 50/50 followed by Dancing to Golden 

 Oldies Music 

 ? ? ? ? ? ?   Hospitality Room Re-Opens (After Banquet)   
 

Sunday – April 11th, 2010 – Everyone have a safe trip home 
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USSVI SE REGIONAL CONVENTION 
Panama City Beach, FL. April 25 thru 29 

Will be held at “SLEEP INN & SUITES” hotel, 9201 Front Beach Rd.  
Panama City Beach, FL. 32407 Phone # 850-249-2501 

Suites, Handicap and adjoining rooms available 
(Each in limited amount, first come, first serve) 

 Each at $84.00 plus 11% tax. 
Be sure to mention SUBVET SER convention 

A block of 90 rooms is in effect with an overflow at the LaQuinta Inn. 
  Cutoff date will be March 25

th
.  The first 125 Subvet member registrations 

will receive a meeting brief bag with logo.  Get your reservations in early.   
Name___________________________________________________ 
Guest Name/s_____________________________________________ 
Address_________________________ 
City ___________________ ST____Zip______________  
Email_____________________________Phone_______________ 
Base________________________________ 
Due to contracts, an additional $5.00 will be added to Banquet after March 1st.  Please 
help us plan by sending in as early as possible. 

DATE    EVENT                                   COST              QTY    TOTAL___ 
Sun. 25  Registration including hospitality Room    $25.00           _____$_______            
  (Under 21-registration free)                                                                   
____________Hospitality Room Free________________________________________                          
Mon. 26 Hospitality Room open 
____________Free time (choice of events on brochures)________________________ 
Tues. 27 Hospitality Room open 
  0800 Golf tournament                $?????         _____ $_______ 
  1000-1300 Luncheon- entertainment till      $10.00         _____ $_______ 
  Dinner on your own_________________________________________ 
Wed. 28 Hospitality Room open (closed during Memorial) 
  1000 Memorial 
  10 minute break then Meeting 
  1800 Banquet         $30.00           _____$______ 
 Thur.29 0700-1000 Farewell breakfast at  
                    “Fleet Reserve”                                                $7.00                     _$___  _   
                     Grand 50/50  $1.00 ea or 6 for                       $5.00            _____$_______ 
  Submarine model $5.00 ea or 5 for $20.00                      _____ $_______ 
 
                             Total       $_______ 
Make check payable to “SER Convention”  mail to SER Convention, P.O. Box 361, 
Bonifay, FL. 32425-0361 

850-547-4476        joenalexa@wfeca.net 
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OFFICE NAME TELEPHONE 
# 

EMAIL ADDRESS HOME ADDRESS 

COMMANDER Tom Bowser 352-274-
2746 

Tmb105@juno.com 6845 Hwy 90 E 
Suite 105-187 
Daphne, AL 
36526-9545 
 

VICE 
COMMANDER 

Lowell G. 
Smith 

251-824-
1385 

LGSRACER@hotmail.c
om 

P.O. Box 208 
Bayou LaBatre, AL 
36509-0208 

SECRETARY/ 
TREASURER 

Dave Dalby 251-442-
3388 

QMCMss@comcast.ne
t 

1270 Spring Valley 
Drive East 

Mobile, AL 36693 

CHAPLAIN James 
Neiswonger 

251-
962=2173 

jwneis@gulftel.com 33971 Zuzu Lane 
Lillian, AL 
36549-4055 

COB Jim Berry 850-436-
4464 

 1403 North U St. 
Pensacola, FL 
32505-6463 

WEBMASTER/ 
STOREKEEPER 

John Beatty 251-633-
2301 

Gonzodad@comcast.n
et 

1628 Ashdoor Dr, 
West 

Mobile, AL 
 36695-4366 

PAST 
COMMANDER/ 
NEWSLETTER 

EDITOR 

Al 
Ferdinandse

n 

251-971-
1084 

alferd@gulftel.net 15633 Daugherty 
Road 

Foley, AL  
36535-8952 

ESR DIRECTOR John King 256-430-
0790 

628bubblehead@knol
ogy.net 

4909 Middleton Ln 
Huntsville, AL 
35816-1439 

ESR DISTRICT 3 
COMMANDER 

George Boyle 850-492-
3781 

Xsubnuke@bellsouth.
ne 

2541 Tarklin Oaks 
Drive 

Pensacola, FL 
32506-8133 
 

mailto:Tmb105@juno.com
mailto:LGSRACER@hotmail.com
mailto:LGSRACER@hotmail.com
mailto:QMCMss@comcast.net
mailto:QMCMss@comcast.net
mailto:jwneis@gulftel.com
mailto:Gonzodad@comcast.net
mailto:Gonzodad@comcast.net
mailto:alferd@gulftel.net
mailto:628bubblehead@knology.net
mailto:628bubblehead@knology.net
mailto:Xsubnuke@bellsouth.ne
mailto:Xsubnuke@bellsouth.ne
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CALENDER OF EVENTS 
February 20 – Monthly meeting at the Aviation Pavilion, USS Alabama Battleship 
Veterans Memorial Park at 11:00AM . 
February 27 – Tullibee Base, USSVI l monthly meeting at the Biloxi Yacht Club 
11:00AM. 
April 8th - April 11th – United States Submarine Veterans of WW II, Florida State 

Meeting and Southern Regional Convention, Holiday Inn Historic Downtown, 1 

Government Street, Mobile, Alabama 36602 
April 25 thru 29 - USSVI SE REGIONAL CONVENTION, held at “SLEEP INN & 
SUITES” Hotel, 9201 Front Beach Rd., Panama City Beach, FL. 32407 
 

CALANDER FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
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